
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

	  



 	  
 

	  

	   	  
	  

15 ISLANDS FOR  
ROBERT MOSES 

Queens Museum of Art 2012 
 

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Dunkn’ Island  (above)  +  Snuggle Island (righ) 
 
 

A site specific infiltration into the Panorama of the 
City of New York, which was built for the 1964 
World’s Fair by urban planner Robert Moses.	  
 

 
 
 
 

	  



                                                

  
           11Million Person Tower Island imagined by Brett Bloom, interpreted + realized by Greg Sholette, Queens 

 
 

“Greg Sholette made and placed new islands about the Panorama’s waterways, where 
they exist as silent, post-9/11 observers of the city’s past, present and future. Modeled 
in the same style as the Panorama, each island represents Sholette’s interpretation of a 
question he posed to a group of other artists and art theorists: “If you could add an 
island to New York City, what would that new landmass be like?” NYC Panorama 
Queens Museum of Art Feb 4-May 20, 2012. 



 
“Island of Illusion, Island of Illusion” in progress above and finished below 

created for 15 Islands For Robert Moses, Queens Museum of Art 
 

	  

	  

	  



 
 Graphic posters surrounding 15 Islands and panorama 2012 

 
Touching on issues from environmental and economic 
justice to the overflowing archives of human memory and 
immigrant’s rights, the new fantasy islands interrupt the 
familiar geography of the Panorama, subtly haunting a 
favorite destination for students, tourists, and urban 
planners. Surrounding the Panorama is a series of posters 
about the project’s participating collaborators: Hana Shams 
Ahmed, Brett Bloom, Larry Bogad, Marc Fischer, Libertad 
Guerra, Dara Greenwald, Marisa Jahn, Karl 
Lorac/Themm!, Ann Messner, Ted Purves, Rasha Salti, 
Dread Scott and Jenny Polak, Jeffrey Skoller, Nato 
Thompson, and Aaron Gach/Center for Tactical Magic. 

 

 
 

The Other Saadyiyat Island on the Panorama. 



 
 

 
 

	  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

	  
	  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  



 
IMAGINARY ARCHIVE  

A traveling, mixed media participatory project 
 

• Friedrichshafen, DK – Oct. 2015 
• Philadelphia, Pa – Feb. 2015 
• Kyiv, Ukraine   – April 2014 
• Graz, Austria     – Sept. 2013 
• Galway, Ireland – Nov. 2011 
• Wellington, New Zealand – 2010 

 
Imagine yourself uncovering a cache of materials and documents that record a past whose future 
never arrived? Imaginary Archive Galway (IAG) is just such a repository: printed materials, 
objects, and narratives that imagine an alternative history, which nevertheless sheds a surprisingly 
strong light on concrete realities. New York based artist Gregory Sholette invited participants from 
Galway, New Zealand, Europe and the United States to produce this “what if” collection of archival 
materials addressing topics from forgotten Irish inventors and fantastic nation-branding campaigns, 
to uncharted offshore islands and mysterious pirate radio broadcasts. On display at 126 Gallery, 
IAG consists of under-represented, unknown, invisible, or merely hoped-for “historical” materials 
that point to multiple ways of interpreting the past, the present, and the future. 

 
        

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Imaginary Archive, Philadelphia. Institute of Contemporary Art, University of Penn, 2014. 
 



                                                                                                 

 
 

 

Imaginary Archive, Germany. White Box gallery at Zeppelin University, Friedrichshafen, 2015. 



 

 
 
 
 

 



      Top, Rotor Art Center, Graz, Austria, 2013, Bottom 123 Gallery, Galway Ireland 2011 

 
	  

 



	  
	  
iDrone, 2012. A virtual sculpture showing a slow-moving predator robot that is “skinned” 
with an archive of the artist’s own past activities created for the site: 
http://exhibition.cyberartspace.net/2012/?gregory-sholette	  
	  
	  

	  
“Our	  Barricades”	  mixed	  media	  installation	  for	  Station	  Independent	  Projects,	  NYC,	  2014.	  
	  
	  

	  



 
Exposed Pipe, Byblos Bank Art Gallery, Beirut Lebanon, 2013.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

	  



	  
Counter-WTO Action Figure: 
With interchangeable street-action arms. 
A miniature figurine modeled on a 1999 Seattle demonstrator originally posted on a police 
surveillance website soon after the event.10 X 5 X 5 mixed-media. 2004. 



	  
	  
	  

Who's Building the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi?

Week 7 . Matt Greco & Greg Sholette . Saadiyat

Island Workers Quarters Collectable, 2013

Matt Greco & Greg Sholette

Solomon R Guggenheim

Saadiyat Island Workers Quarters Collectable, 2013

“Shop-Dropped” 3-D Prints, printed label, plastic boxes: unlimited edition.

This week’s contribution to Gulf Labor’s 52 Weeks is by Matt Greco & Greg Sholette

 

To view more images and a video from this week’s contribution please click on the links via “images”

and “video”

Repayment of recruitment fees by foreign workers on Saadiyat Island often takes months or years

and is “the single greatest factor in creating conditions of forced labor.” – Human Rights Watch Re-

port

Despite being one of the wealthiest nations in the world Abu Dhabi has yet to agree on measures to

assure fair labor conditions even as they seek to legitimize their cultural endeavors by purchasing

the choicest of Western brands: The Guggenheim, Louvre, New York University. The Workers Quar-

ters Collectable was “shop-dropped” at the Guggenheim Museum gift shop in New York as part of a

larger campaign by Gulf Labor Coalition called “52 Weeks.”

Week 7 . Matt Greco & Greg Sholette . Saadiyat Island Worker... http://gulflabor.org/2013/week-7-matt-greco-greg-sholette-saadi...
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3D	  Printed	  Multiple	  for	  Gulf	  Labor	  Coalition,	  2013.	  
	  



	  







 
 

	  
        REPOhistory project map for CIRCULATION a collective mappping of human blood as 
         socially shared urban service, valued commodity, and historical metaphor. NYC, 2000. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 Adhesive postcard distributed around NYC for REPOhistory’s CIRCULATION project. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The	  Other	  J.P.	  Morgan	  for	  REPOhistory	  street	  sign	  project,	  1992,	  New	  York	  City	  
	  
 

	  



	  
	  
	  

 
 




