
Placing under scrutiny capitalism and communism, the
military and museums, these collectives tend to expose

the hypocrisies of administrative structures through
critique, rather than by building alternative models.

Cold War Functionalism.· lit",. Jdcns SrojanoviC
doq...,mlydcscrioolhtfractu""prccip;f3Icdbylhe
cold war, of Iht moderni.. drumworld of inlemarion
alisn1. A5 largt pallS of lht world were CUI off from
inrernalionallinks anduchanges, ;nrernllionalism
became. in f:Kt, WtsI«n. SroiarooviCcxp0se5' d,.,.·
marie shih ;n the dcplo}'mml of ....nl-prdc $II2le·
Pes: from Ihc lI'opUn"':loC:Sfhct:lCptOjccrionsofdlC carlr
VOUp5,{OWSrdaKVtICcriliq""'ofsurroundinshcge
monic $)"5ICIlI$ on the pan of bl.... oocs. In {h(ir en
liq...,of socic!y, lnes.ecold warcollecri'·eschallcngcd
capi,alism al well as official MarxiS! doclrineand
;nslilulionaliut! av.m·gardilnl. In doing so, lhey
invenred. new mode 01 cncryJllcd .nislic uprcssion; a
pnfOlmal;vt·,bctorioltaaicthaIS,oj.novitcharaae'·
iUll as -grorc:sqlll',. or ·ami...Iesq...,- 'ann Mikh:r.il
Bakhlin). Ind«d,lhcrcrm i"/ntfI>(ioruJknnlcoined
by CoBrA mcm!:l« a"Utuln DommOl1l1O rnocl< and
mongrdixc the modernisl pedigree of imema,ion.l
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TO SOME, TME NOTlotl of collectivism l;cs al lhe lM:an
oflWenliedl-«muryulopianvisions,evokingfheinuge
of scllksa commun;I;CS ddiMd by whal llM:y share
tbbor.spaClI'. proptn)', belid"S)'Slems).ln conlrllll
10 indioridwo!ism.coll«livism«)llROlCS meiduls of
oommuMy,~,proximity,andlf\lSLToodlr..
w!l<lK fon....tionin mea" andpolilical ""Oridwas
s/uopcdbyoolleai~upcrima:undcrloulQa""ftism

coll«l;Yism~slcsindiSlurbi",wars.Cf)njuring

flM:unders;deoffhose;deall:lubmissionlosulho';TjI,
CC1lSO'lhip, and lurveillance. DcspilelhefCCCnt popu·
larif)'olcollaboorli~andcollect;vtan practices,col·
leaivism is nor: iaclf S vallll'.1n communiluian sorinies,
as in ancornmunitics, dlC..,,1ucoicolkctiriun isdete..
llUned by lbe qwolif)' of mllions 'monc lhose who
nul;D1ainif.

In lheir inu'OdUCIion 10 Co/kctiutsm Afln
Modnnism: The Ano(SociaI Imagi_rion Aftn 1'45,
edi'of'l BlakeSlimson .nd GregOl)' Shoklltlkillfull~
ulilizc coILKliv;sm's inherent ambiguilie. and conlu·
dicfWnS 10 open a book lhalenmirlCSOOllecl;Vtly
produced u,acrO$$manyculluraldividtsand poIili
aICOOlellt$.Trxinsmefuncrionofcollcctiv'II,n
as.n.""I)'rica1 and cn<ical accncJ' wlIh;n.btget
rra"",ofhlSlorical,odpoliricaldeYdopn>tnrsorici
naiinglOmoo;kmily,Sllmson(.p,olcssorof.nhis
fory) ,nd SboIme (an arm' .nd cofounder 01 IWO

oolleclivco, Poli,ical An DocU"",n1l1ionJDisllibulion
and RIiPOhis,ory) a'gut Ihsi an collecriVd gi~ focus
10 11M: social and economic condirions under which
eulfll'e is produced. This fOCU$ is psnicubrty urgmr
II ,1M: prdCnI_ltTll,mey ....ilC.aswe l.a·I""
sptcIcrof,_colIectlYism·andl""brTxbbctWftfl
irs IWO romplcmmgry. comcmponry ronM....·,he
.bso!uli$u and .ulo<s of wsrring fundarrcnulill
groups led by holy warrion,.nd lbc.dhermrsof.
new e-eollCClivism whose I.ith in ellsy.oo Ofher
online parishco depends on lhe p'icc being righlor lhe
inlormaliondownloa<bblc:.

Tbe 'en nssyscommissioned for ,his book inno
d...... ,he ,uder 10 doum 01 an collcclivcs opcnlinc in
c..ba, Eoarope,Japan,IhcUniltdSules, Maia>,RUSIia.
.ftdAfnabnwff'lI94SandlbcprtiClW.T~*,

pro.-idt,richa0Sl-1udi"loflhcpoliIQaftdpraclm
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Our Cause, Our Art
EDA tUFER ON COLLECTIVISM AFTER MODERNISM

ofcomtmpor'Tjlcollaboral;veCrtafiv;lyand
bcginlowrilelhc:lugclyunwr;ntnandunre·
f1CC1tdhiSloryofcollec,ivtan;nlhesccond
hall 01 the 1Wtlliinh antury. Ahhough lhe
bool< is missing examples from Soulh
Amcria, Ea=m Europe, OIins, and India
l'morlIOfherplaccs)., its .."llll' do6 noIcomc
from offering rhtst allot srudics as narional
files,bul rllherfrom allowing uS 10 see llM:m
mixed loge,her on one lable, under lhe
u"differenlial;ng flalncos of con'emporary
];ghl.ltisrKl!whc:nlhediffercncesarenored,
bulWt.en,hcysrcletgoof,lhallhcrnml
surpl"isingrt'Ydarioruoccur. ThaI iswhcn we
bcginlornlittlhallhcac«nlSandidioms
01 Ioal $Iories ."' mo.·cd by au.ses .nd
imbucdw;lh~Slhal,,.,.nsttnd,hcpar_ ""'__._.....~_~ _

ricului'iesofcimeandpbce.Readinglhcsc 0S0000.-.1_._' ........".....-..._
c'$Csmdiesenablcouslolr.ce
ccnoingropolilicalcuhuralpro·
cesscs in our own lime back co
11M: drearrn and dran\lS of a
prnious anlury. The currcnrly
dcbalcdidcaofocJobalpubllC
SJ>M""loreI1fflplc,ra:a.lI.che
early~miclh..crmury.v.nl·p"k'.q"'"S!lorrul·

luralimem.riornIlism.ndworldcilizcnsh;p.
The hiSlorical.v'IlI-gardc hd 10 be .doplive in

order 10 survive. One of lhe 51ralcgies it devclopW 10
conf'onrUIU"'blesocial.ndpolilicalcondilionsw.s
loorpnizcingroupsinoroolodcfendlhtcrt.riviry
of individual rdarions within dcpef'lOl\lliud,hoInot;
cniud, and bu.raIlCf;l,iudsociallllUCnlra., AAoo:her
wa.10 m.akex:s!hcticsou,ofconlradi.cl_.nd
bcyondchac,IOp:ntrale.ulonornousronr:s,displxt
mem., aoo scmiolic shocks lodisrurb aurhorilui.n
culturco. These: lact;CS w(,e adopled by subu:quem
.n 1lI0vemenlS and arl collccl;ve5. S'anding firmly
in lhis IC&:lcy wtrt four Europesn collcclives lhal
rose 10 promincnr:e in ,he: IIlSOs: CoBrA, unrill
In'CII\Itional, Inlnnslional Movancnllor.n Im.aginill
Bauhaus,:lnd!he $ilualionrs.r Inlcmarional.1bc:st
youps arc me focus of lhe bool<'. 6rsr essay.
·/"ltr""tio"",k,.u, Collccri,·ilm, Iht GlOIcsq"", snd
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av"nl-p,dism);sane:umpltofprecisdyluchaJm;.
"aluq"Di~.Thi, new a'lislie 'M'Q'ic recurs in vuious
l11anifestations (the "Trojal\ hor"",' Mov,,<iderltific~_

,ion,· ~jn51illuional critique,· ere.! in a number of
lexu.andiSO'lCo(,hcfonuirQlls,,,"ifyin&nlOlifsof
the ,-olumc. ~Iw:r in hyperindustrialiud JII"'O,
CommuniSf CuN, PRJ', Muiro. Clpil~lis< Western
Europe, Of co<ponl~Ama1ca,"~KlUCtUral Wnibri
1tr:S of <hew coIlea'''''' ~rc 10 a Ia~ alml ~ ra"l,
ofrhciradop:ionofsimibrrcchniques_l'bcine:uDdrr
scrurinysuchdi«no:ilUl:ifUlionsandsf$ltmSlsClpi_
1~lism, commun;"m, lhe Ila'e, lhe mililary. and ml1K
urns, Ih~ colleclivu rend, r~~rdkss of "at;onal
origin, 10 exp<:>s<: rhe hypocrisies3nd incoJU;islencie.of
~dminill(alive structures by critiquing then" rather
'hanbybuildillgalrnna'iwmOlkls.

FOf enmplc, in " ehapfer ti'kd -The Mexican
I'w,a&on. M Rubin c...llo analyus thot cultur.ll ",,1>0
u~ '«hniques llR'd by MtJcican arlcoU«rivu '" ,hot
1!nOs.I-k fONSelonProcesoPftlupoo,oneolwhoJt
p<oj«tsc:on Ix Sttf':l$ an urly elClmplt of prom_

inSlllutioruoJtric>qucanda~

...mo..olrhcculrur.llrompltxjric$
durluveCOlllClodcfintrwcnry_
lim-«nruryp,b;rl bicnnial cul_
'urcc, Anerlhc"oupwu inyilcd
roparricip;treinrhel9nParis
Biennale. rhey became curious
about rhe evenr', curatorial
adminiSfrArion.inputicubrrhe
polilical leanings of Angel
KaIcnbcrg,lhcllnl&U:lyanmus·
eum di«aOl" chostn.o hud

rhe ulin Amcrian Kaioa. A1th.o<r&h rhcU dmund
dutrhccu"'lorbcrcpl.xcdwu~cd.Proccso

PcnI:igonosrinlookp;tnin.hcbtcnn....J.cxhi~.i<l&a
~uionolaMexicanpollCtronurechambtrand

producing rhcirown c:oraJosuc. Thlft ye;l.lSaner lhe
event, they published EJcptdimM 8,t"",1 X. a book
rharcollIainedcop;esofletlellll'rocesoPemagono
exch~nged with biennial org:mizers, including the
groop', inquiry ;"'0 K;llenbttg" possible ries 10
Uruguay's miliury dlClalOl"Ship and lhecold burcau.
cranc IC$pORSr:I of the Pa.is 8icnnalcOfl;lnizcn who
drnocdthc-.dcvancrolpoli.icsroart.Pro«so
Pftlrjp>ousnl doc pbtform of p;trtlClp;<tJOn 10tlfpott
theorpol;ricalconccrnsartislicallyrathcrlh:anlhtoup
t"'lnOIC'obvioustaponJtSofp,o<morwilhdrawal.
As Gallo points our, MExpcJimM tnuls Iht proa:ss
thtough which art inSlitutions like the B;enn~le can
neutraliuthepoliricalvaloeofworksofart."

DuringthecoWwar,nocf6c;entinsrifulion~llinks

cxistcd tofoslcrlhtdeve!opment of intetnal;onaJ. cui·
ruraUy dcmocraric d;KOUtSC or 10 bridSC tht gaps Crc
arcdbrpoliria.T1lccxislmaolcoidwarartcollrcrivcs
~lly mnaincd rncloscd widtin t'" borders of
thcirimrncdiaresoc:ial realilit:s. And ycr. as 1ftobstrvc
d>CKparaltli"""ofthesecollrcriws.lhcWcstcmand
non,Wcs<em experiences somd>ow <)nrlap and cocx
isr. Loncly, isoLllro. and dist;nc< astllcscstoricsue
ind;vidually,thcdiscoun«tedna,ratiycsconallObt
I"'rccived as imerSC<:ling rays w;thin a global matrix.
Ulili~ing locally found physical resources and social
rnarerial5,cachgroupproduccsarrworkstharsl"'ak
beyond provincial (romic.... "There rnay bcgala"ics of
diffcrma bcrwcm tM UK ~r1 collecti"" An toe l:angUllgt'
discwscd by O>ris Gilbcrt; rhc US·based ,idm col.
lectiye P~pcrT'V'"T~lcrisOon analywd by jesse Drew;
doc hypcrurban altC'ttl:ltive cullure collecti""" of New

York comi6crcd by Abn W.M~ lhe taaia.l media
and anridobaliR croups dUcvsscd by BrUn Holrnc$;
me coli«ti~ an pnqi«s 5irUlllcd in CornmuniR
Cuba tcYicwcd by Rathe! Wriss; !he posrcok>n.ial
African examplcssunrcyed byOkwui Enwczor; me
pcrformano;c-based Jap;<flCSoI: IVOUPS Hi Rt<! Ccnler,
Zero Dimension, and The Play plout<! by Reiko Tom;;;
a~d 1m- post·Sov;er aCliviSl groups championed by
Itllla Aristarkhova. But whal bindsallthescgroups
logerher, morelhan rm-mete fK'fofcoJl«I;v;sm. is
thcMsocialin,aginarion" rhey bring to rhci, proj«ts,
signalinC I tct ol pncrices lhar represent a shin ~way.

roqIKKe rhccditors" ~from a focus on an 1$1 gi"",,
irurill.lrional andl~ struaure lOan acri~ inl.....
Ycnlion in the world ofmasacuINre.-

"Thefallolrhc8ctlinW:oll nor only symboliud rhot
end of the lonely da~ maub,e between an;$lS and
looal;uri~n. narionalist, Or dicurorial MarCSi it ~Iso

symboliud the end o(lhe "andoff Ixrwcocn IWO radi
cally different heg~monic discursive regimes, Wirh Illt
5larkopposilionbetwccncapiulismludcon,munism
o>~itbecomcsn«cssaryrornapa""wdiscursivcler·

rilOty and ro rcck6"" what "ourcausc" mi&!>t munin
.he IWftIry-firsr «nlUty. "The apandcd opponunilics
crnrcdbyp,b;rliz:ationareRO!$I,lbi«ttocoldWlltbot·
dcrconlrols.bulthcycorncwirhncwconsrrainrs:sp<""
ci6c:;rllY.I~oflncol;bcralanSYSltmwithagianr

thirslforpoliricallycnpgcd.clobal1rllaYOrcdatl,A5
~ rcsuh, rhesoc;al and poliricalcauStSofcomrmpo
rarycollecriveanpracliccso(tenbecomeeommodilied
and depolitidztd bt(ore they h~Yemanlged to marl:
rheir own aUIonomoo5 zoncs Or accomplish much On
thcirown,BulrhoscwhoJcavtlhtcorruplcdfieldof
Ininordcrto~"\CidcalsofpuresociaIOtpoliri.

cal .acrivismcan quickly hccomcdiscnchamt<! by ....
poIirical and btninor:ss a&mdas of NGOs and OIIhcr so
called humanirarian agencies.. EnWClfOt ~lIudcs ro rhc
ambi&uous function o(t"'-accncics in Aftica. Two
0(rhisYaIU;lblcbook'5mos1compcllingcssay_~n..

Producrion of Social Spa.cc uArrwork M by Enweror,
and "Do-It-Yourself GeopolilicsM by Holme_how
hOwavalll-ga,deandneo.avant.gardediscoutSCscan
be ~fftc:;endy used to nnigate rhe new global In ma..
ker conditions and power (omutions: a clear demon
"ration of bow creali"" terhinking of the pall can
inform crirical.,..munkin&oflhoe futurc.O
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